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Sandy and I pray that you are enjoying the summer and are drawing nearer to the Lord Jesus. The focus of this issue is: Trusting Jesus. For without Jesus we have no hope. Jesus said: “...Apart from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:...5)  Yes, we not only can’t get our next breath without His sustaining power, we can’t do anything good or of eternal value apart from Jesus. Some may not agree. That is part of the struggle of faith we all face in this life. Perhaps the following questions may help you sort things out in your heart and mind so that a clear path toward Jesus can be established.

What does it mean to trust someone? In Webster’s Dictionary, trust means that you have confidence in the integrity, ability and good character of another.

What does it mean to trust Jesus? It means to place all your confidence in Him.  Proverbs 3:5-6 says: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”

In what areas of my life must I trust Jesus? In everything, including your name, reputation, marriage, children, job, business, hobbies, investments, etc. Why? Because we are servants of God and we adjust our lives to do what He is about to do. Jesus wants you to be completely dependent upon Him. This way, you won’t get distracted, so you can be fully used to accomplish the purposes of His Kingdom on earth. Staying close to Jesus will allow you to become a blessing to others while enjoying His peace, joy and gladness.

How can I trust Jesus to guide me when I don’t even know His voice or when he directs me? Without faith it is impossible to please God. Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen. Followers of Jesus have God’s Word in the Bible to direct them and the Holy Spirit dwelling in them to confirm His leading. Believers also have a conscience as a check for their words, actions and thoughts. Through our obedience to Jesus, we learn to discern His voice, purposes and ways. Over time, our relationship to Jesus forms a solid foundation of trust, wisdom and righteousness that gives us confidence and power to know and to carry out His Will. Also, this relationship helps us to remain humble and contrite in heart so we are protected from all the problems of self, worldliness and from the enemy of our soul. This process involves “dying to ourselves” each day so God can build the character of His Son, Jesus in us. In the Book of John, Chapter 15, Jesus says: “...every branch that bears fruit He (The Father) prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” Allow yourself to be pruned by the Master each day. Soon, you will notice His handiwork.

How do I know if Jesus is pleased in the way I work on the job, run my business or operate my community development program? Jesus said: “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me” (John 14: 21). Are you treating others as you would want to be treated? Are you working wholeheartedly even if you aren’t noticed? Do you treat your customers, suppliers or creditors fairly and with respect? Do you pay your employees a fair wage and seek to help them grow spiritually? As a Developer, do you complain about your elected officials and their lack of cooperation? Do you pray for your community regularly? When projects are successfully completed, do you openly thank God, before others? Do you have a humble teachable attitude? How often do you help people when it is in your power to meet their need? Do people know you are a follower of Jesus by your words or by your actions? How frequently do you seek God’s Wisdom in your decisions?

How can I learn how to trust Jesus more? Much the same way you would learn to trust your spouse, children or friend. The more time you spend with someone, get to know them and their ways, allow them to impact on your life, the closer relationship and trust you will have with them. Most people know about Jesus. Few know Him because it requires an investment of yourself and obedience to His Word. If you want to trust Jesus more, set aside time to read the Bible, pray (talk to Him), sing songs of praise and worship to Him, listen to Him and obey Him, regardless of the cost. And, allow Jesus to show you what’s going on in your career, job, business or community, and how He wants you to handle yourself and your decisions each day. Yes, you can talk to Him just like you’re communicating with anyone else. However, make sure you fear Him above all else. That way, you won’t take Him for granted. For the fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom (Psalm 111:10).

What if I don’t have a desire for doing things right because I have failed so often or feel that Jesus has given me plenty of opportunity to obey and I’m not worthy to ask again for His help? Join the crowd of failures, for we are many. For most of us, it takes repeated failure to bring us to the point of realization that we are utterly hopeless to follow and to obey Jesus without His empowerment through the Holy Spirit.Our job is to remain humble and contrite before our God, to seek Him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and to obey Him. If we think that we can continue in habitual sin or give into temptation once in awhile, we mock our God and risk hardening our heart to the ways of Jesus. We can only serve one Master. Jesus gives us sufficient grace and faith to follow and to obey Him. 

Is there a better or easier way to follow Jesus? The only way is to believe on the Lord Jesus and to obey Him and His Word. Total dependency on Him is the best way.

What does JESUS INC do, day-by-day? How is it supported? Currently, JESUS INC has two staff (Stan & Sandy Wieber). A typical day usually starts early with personal time with the Lord. After breakfast, both staff each spend between one to two hours praying for specific individuals and organizations. The rest of the day is spent on projects and people. Projects include weekly radio broadcasts of scripture, maintaining approximately 9 Free Christian Literature Racks at local businesses, the Wednesday noon Business Prayer Meetings, the new jesusinc.com Internet website, preparing new Christian materials, Bible Study, publishing the “Principles to Live By” newsletter, etc.

People projects include helping people prepare themselves for job hunting, searching for job opportunities, counseling business owners, visiting shut-ins at a nursing home, praying for people and their needs, etc. Sometimes it might just involve going over to a friend’s house to help them put on a replacement belt for their lawn mower. Whatever seems to be good and proper in the Lord’s eyes, is what we will do. There are times when we don’t have complete confidence that we have received the Lord’s direction on a matter. Yet we proceed if we sense it is a good or the right thing to do at the time. The outcome is left to the Lord.

JESUS INC is a faith-based ministry. That means we depend 100 % on Jesus to touch people who in turn provide prayer and monetary support to the ministry. The staff have no outside income and the services of JESUS INC are all offered to individuals, businesses and communities, free of charge. We have confidence in our Lord Jesus that since He started this ministry, He surely can make a way to keep it properly staffed and funded. There is great freedom in operating a ministry completely dependent on the Lord for guidance and support. And it builds up one’s faith in the process.

How do I know if I can dwell with the Lord? In Psalm 15 it says: “Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?

“He who walks uprightly and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart; He who does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor does he take up a reproach against his friend;

In whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he honors those who fear the Lord; He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; He who does not put out his money at usury, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved.”

How to get rewarded from the Lord. Sometimes we need to hear of specific things that pleases the Lord. In Psalm 18: verses 20 to 24, we can get an idea of what pleases the Lord. 

“The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness: according to the cleanness of my hands He has recompensed me. For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God.

For all His judgements were before me, and I did not put away His statutes from me. I was also blameless before Him and I kept myself from my iniquity. Therefore the Lord has recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in His sight.

Have you been questioned by the Lord lately? In the Book of Job, Chapter 40, God challenges Job just as He would do to us today. Starting in verse 8, God says: “Would you indeed annul My judgement? Would you condemn Me that you may be justified?

Have you an arm like God? Or can you thunder with a voice like His? Then adorn yourself with majesty and splendor, and array yourself with glory and beauty.

Disperse the rage of your wrath; look on everyone who is proud, and humble him. Look on everyone who is proud, and bring him low; Tread down the wicked in their place. Hide them in the dust together, bind their faces in hidden darkness. Then I will also confess to you that your own right hand can save you.

Who then is able to stand against Me? Who has preceded Me, that I should pay him? Everything under heaven is Mine.”

Afterward, Job responded to God. In Chapter 42 Job said: “I know that You can do everything, and that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.

You asked, ‘Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. Listen, please, and let me speak: You said, ‘I will question you, and you shall answer Me.’ I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees You, therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”

Woe to the Wicked! In the Book of Psalms, Chapter 7 starting with verse 11 we learn the plight of the wicked: “God is a just judge, and God is angry with the wicked every day.

If he does not turn back, He will sharpen His sword; He bends His bow and makes it ready. He also prepares for Himself instruments of death; He makes His arrows into fiery shafts. Behold, the wicked travails with iniquity, conceives trouble and brings forth falsehood. He made a pit and dug it out, and has fallen into the ditch which he made. His trouble shall return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down on his own crown.

I will praise the Lord according to His righteousness, and will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High.”

Woe to nations that forget God! Nations are as a drop in a bucket, in God’s eyes. They are counted by God less than nothing and are worthless (Isaiah 40: 15, 17). Yet God’s purpose for nations is that they seek after Him and find Him (Acts 17:26-27). In the 9th  Chapter of the Book of Psalms, starting in verse  17, we gain God’s perspective on where wicked nations are headed: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all nations that forget God.

For the needy shall not always be forgotten; the expectations of the poor shall not perish forever. Arise, O Lord, do not let man prevail; let the nations be judged in Your sight. Put them in fear, O Lord, that the nations may know themselves to be but men.”

Yes, Jesus loves you.  Take Care and God Bless! 

Stan & Sandy Wieber
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